Sections describe the influenza virus itself and its epidemiological impact on different age groups and on the health care services. The use of inactivated vaccines in the elderly and in children are discussed. The development and experience with live vaccines and with antivirals are described. The use of genetic manipulation or peptide synthesis to determine the immunogenic potential of different parts of the influenza virus genome are explored. Several papers are concerned with the evidence for the cell-mediated responses and their relation to immunity.
There are several salutory thoughts among the contributions. One is that attempting to control influenza is akin to trying to hit a moving target with an arrow shot from a great distance. Another draws attention to the gap between intellectual acceptance by health care professionals that a preventive measure is effective, and the will to deliver it to potential beneficiaries. This is a book for the enthusiast (or the library) rather than for the general reader, but is none the Worse for that. J R DAVIES
Deputy Director Public Health Laboratory Service Board, London

Neonatal and Pediatric Respiratory Medicine
A D Milner & R J Martin (eds) pp 242 £40 ISBN Q-407-D2311-9 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 This is a particularly useful set of 11 review articles, which I strongly recommend to paediatricians both in training and in post.
The first chapter, on resuscitation of the newborn, is a model of medical writing combining clarity and an interesting approach to the subject. Then follow sound reviews of the regulation of respiratory muscles, high frequency ventilation, bronchopulmonary dysplasia, cardiorespiratory monitoring in the sudden infant death syndrome. and the uses of the fibreoptic bronchoscope. There is an especially helpful review of the diagnosis and management of upper airway obstruction by Olinsky and Phelan. The recent study of bronchial responsiveness has given the most useful insights into the pathogenesis and treatment of asthma, and the superbly lucid chapter on this subject by Silverman and Wilson is invaluable. The book concludes with a detailed but slightly uncritical review of allergy in cystic fibrosis, and an interesting account of the outcome in later life for those with respiratory disease in childhood. This is an excellent and unusually useful book that most paediatricians will want to own, but sadly I fear that the high price will deter many. expert close colleagues to produce a well balanced account of lymph nodes and the important disorders affecting them. All fifteen chapters make enjoyable reading. The subject matter is traditionally arranged with early chapters covering functional nodal anatomy and routine and specialized laboratory methods including immunohistochemical techniques and phenotypic markers. There follows a valuable comprehensive practical account of the inflammatory and reactive disorders of nodes. Interesting descriptions of nodal vascular disturbances and immune disorders follow. Hodgkin's disease is well handled. Perhaps the most difficult conditions to understand and interpret these days are the malignant lymphomas other than Hodgkin's disease. This diverse group is dealt with exceptionally well by Dr Stansfeld in three separate chapters delineating the low-grade B-cell lymphomas, high-grade lymphomas and the peripheral T-cell lymphomas. The revised Kiel classification is favoured. Finally there are useful chapters on other haematological malignancies, histiocytoses and histiocytic neoplasms and metastatic tumours and inclusions in lymph nodes. The numerous black and white illustrations are of the highest standard throughout. The index is full and helpful. I enthusiastically recommend this invaluable British book.
J B STEWART
Consultant Histopathologist Epsom District Hospital, Surrey
Principles of Practice Management W Fabb & J Fry (ed) p 240 £25.00 ISBN D-8520o-B59--7 Lancaster: MTP Press 1984 Once every three years general practitioners from around the world gather together to discuss current issues and problems in primary care. In 1986 the WONCA meeting was held at the Barbican in London; in 1983 it was Singapore, and before that New Orleans and Montreaux in Switzerland. It was at these meetings that a group of doctors conceived the idea of this book and several of them have contributed material to the final product.
It may be thought that there is such a diversity of social and political traditions and such a range of systems of medical care that it would be impossible to find common ground within the diverse discipline of primary care. However, it is a common experience of doctors working in the community that patient needs, expectations and concerns do not differ markedly and that the principles of provision of a caring, effective and efficient primary care service are similarly universal.
Inevitably in a multi-author book, the individual chapters are variable in quality, and developments which some would consider avant-garde are old hat to others. Nevertheless, topics as diverse as the health team and medical records, health promotion, researc~, and learning and teaching are tackled by Australians and New Zealanders, Americans, South Africans and Britons, whilst Dr Rajakumar, Chairman of the College of General Practitioners in Malaysia, contributes an interesting chapter on the unique problem presented by the practice of in dependent primary care in developing nations. It is, perhaps, a weakness of the book that, apart from this single example, all of the contributors come from countries with a strong Anglo-Saxon tradition and therefore a shared heritage and language, although this does not detract from the value of their indi-
